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PROF. A. E. METTAM. 

The death of Prof. Mettam removes one of the 
most representative scientific workers of our genera- 
tion, one who has the additional distinction of 
having accomplished a unique national service in 
veterinary education. 

Prof. Mettam’s veterinary life was not a very 
eventful one. His college career was brilliant ; and, 
like others who are destined to leave names in the 
profession, he concluded it as a Fitz Wygram prize- 
man, winning the first Fitz Wygram award in 1889. 
Soon afterwards he joined the staff of the Dick 
College, at which he had been trained,and succeeded 
Sir John M‘Fadyean in the chair of Anatomy and 
Histology when the latter left for London in 1892. 
A'few quiet years of teaching anatomy and histology 
followed, during which Prof. Mettam commenced to 
make a name by some valuable articles upon com- 
parative histology. Gradually, but surely, his 
reputation extended; and he was appointed first 
Principal of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland 
at its establishment. Here he remained till his 
death, taking up the professorship of pathology and 
bacteriology in additon to his organising and super- 
intending duties ; and his career in Ireland must be 
regarded as his main life-work. 

The Dublin College was opened in 1900. Ireland 
had not had a veterinary school ; and, though there 
was no doubt that the country needed one, opinions 
were somewhat divided as to the chances of the 
venture. Bad management in the first few years 
might have proved fatal; but the Principal, in 
addition to his scientific attainments, was a strong, 
level-headed, and tactful man of affairs. It is 
known that the Governors trusted much to Prof. 
Mettam in everything relating to the inception and 
working of the school; and events have proved 
that their confidence was well placed. We all 
know how rapidly the Dublin College has advanced. 
In the number of its students, the standard of its 
training, and the calibre of its graduates, it is one of 
our best schools. It has been so for years past— 
and it was only opened seventeen years ago. Many 
men have some share in the credit for its brilliant 
success ; but the greatest credit is due to the man 
who was at the helm throughout. 

In addition to his earlier histological studies, 
Prof. Mettam did some valuable research work in 
pathology and bacteriology; and took a prominent 
part in the public life of the profession. He held 
the George Heriot Research Fellowship in Science 
in the Edinburgh University. He edited the 
Veterinarian, in succession to Prof. Macqueen, from 
1895 to its termination in 1902. A Member of 
Council since 1901, he attended the meetings with 
remarkable regularity; and was a hard worker, 


though not given to speaking oftener and at a 
greater length than "was necessary. He was a 
Vice-President in 1903, 1904, and again in 1907, 
1910, and 1913. The Council paid him the unusual 
compliment of electing him as President for two 
years in succession, in 1911 and 1912. Long before, 
in 1900, the Council had recognised the merit of 
his scientific writings by awarding him the Steel 
Memorial Medal. 

In the twenty-eight years of his professional life, 
Prof. Mettam accomplished enough to assure him a 
worthy place in veterinary history. He accom- 
plished something as a research worker, and more 
as a pioneer organiser of veterinary education. 
Every agricultural country ought to have a veter- 
inary college, as the scientific centre of the pro- 
fession upon which agriculture so greatly depends. 
Ireland, which had no such college less than twenty 
years ago, has now a flourishing one. That is 
much; and the fact that the College is recognised 
as one of the most efficient in these islands is more. 
Mettam had more to do with accomplishing this 
great work than any other man; and the Dublin 
College to-day is his best memorial. 


CHOREA IN THE COW. 
By W. R. Davis, M.R.C.v.8. 


During the past few years I have met with 
several (perhaps six) cases of what is evidently a 
cerebral affection in cows which has puzzled me, 
and which I have thought closely resembled chorea 
in human beings. These cases have all occurred in 
oldish cows, far gone in calf and nearly dry, and all 
in cows that have been noticed to be doing very 
well. The symptoms are alarming, and in all my 
previous cases the owners, on learning that the 
disease was due to a brain affection, would take no 
chances, and promptly had the animals butchered. 
With your permission I will describe my last case. 

Ten days ago I received an urgent message to 
come to a farm five miles away to attend a cow. 
On arrival I found a seven-year-old shorthorn cow 
in an enclosure leading to a loose box. She was 
standing, and appeared to be very stiff. The 
breathing was rapid and she was wet with sweat. 
Every few seconds the eyes would be violently 
snapped to, causing a sort of grimace, and a shake 
of the head, then the eyes would open widely again. 
There were twitchings in various parts of the body, 
On making the animal move each limb was vio- 
lently flexed exactly as though they were affected 
with pronounced string-halt. 

With a little difficulty we got the patient into the 
box where she soon went down, and lay with the 
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eyes spasmodically shutting and opening, and the 
body and limbs twitebin . Feces and 
urine had been passed normally. On taking the 
pulse at the fetlock the artery was found to be ex- 
tremely prominent and intense, and the pulse 
strong and full, but the beats were only fifty per 
minute. Temperature was 103. Food had been 
taken early in the morning, but now was refused. 
This cow was six months gone in calf, was nearly 
, and had been a remarkably well recently. 
aving persuaded the owner not to send for 
the butcher (as he was disposed to do) I prescribed 
a few doses of chloral and potassium bromide. 
That night she ate a bran mash and some long 


hay. 

On the following day I found the cow standing 
stiffly in the door of the loose box busy chewing 
the cud, her eyes shutting and opening at frequent 
intervals, and the limbs shaking and twitching ; 
but she was not sweating, the breathing was much 
more natural, the twitchings, etc., were not so 
violent, and when the cow was moved the limbs 
were not caught up so convulsively. 

The improvement continued, and the patient has 
now quite recovered. 


NOTES ON EXAMINATIONS. 
By an EXAMINER. 


These notes are written with a view to assisting 
candidates for the diploma granted by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, by one who had 
had a large experience of examinations held by 
various examining bodies. 

At the ‘outset it must be distinctly borne in 
mind that the candidate who would acquit himself 
worthily must come to the examination room 
intelligently prepared on the subject or subjects on 
which he is going to be pomedinen 5 

Sound nerves and self-possession play an im- 
portant part, while expedition in writing is also an 
element of advantage. Both the memory and the 
reasoning faculty must be in a healthy and active 
condition. 

The operations of eye and ear must be followed 
up by the mental processes conducted through the 
instrumentality of these organs. 

a candidates make bold attempts to gain 
credit for knowledge which has obviously never 
been acquired, and by a succession of platitudes, 
extending not infrequently to pages of foolscap, 
they will endeavour to earn the good graces of the 
individuals who sit on judgment upon their effort. 
Good answers to questions never take the form of 
elaborate essays. The best papers are indeed con- 
spicuous for their brevity. They deal with the 
main points at issue in a clear and definite manner 
without the verbiage too often employed in en- 
deavouring to cover a hazy understanding of the 
question asked. 

When a candidate is handed the examination 
uestions, probably his best course is first to care- 
lly scan the list and determine which of the series 

he can answer best. 


It is a salutary rule to avoid hazardous experi- 
ments and to write out in the first place what is 
certain knowledge, before proceeding to deal with 
other questions, success in which is problematical. 
The time allotted is usually sufficient to allow of a 
preliminary draft being made of the answer, and after 
due revision and careful excision of all extraneous 
matter, a clean copy should be transferred to the 
book destined for the examiners. Very few questions 
can, in our opinion, be satisfactorily answered with- 
out a preliminary proceeding of this kind, which 
serves a twofold object, (first) to ensure the answer 
appearing in a concise form, and (second) to avoid 
erasures and interlinings. A slovenly, blotted paper, 
with numerous deletions and additions, does not 
commend itself with favour to an examiner. 

In answering questions the greatest care should 
be taken to understand precisely what is required 
and to answer that and nothing more. No marks 
are ever awarded for information supplied outwith 
the scope of the question. An examiner does not 
dispute the erudition of a candidate who supplies 
extraneons information; the point is that it does 
not answer the question specifically set. 

Careless handwriting and bad spelling are of 
frequent occurrence, and candidates who take the 
trouble to avoid both, and to hand in neat and tidy 
papers will usually find.the examiners are more 
easily satisfied. Students should remember that 

ractically the only time that the examiners have 
or reading the written papers is the time spent 
travelling between the different centres of examin- 
ation. 

Where possible, answers should be illustrated by 
a sketch or rough diagram. 

It is remarkable how closely text-books and notes 
taken at lectures are followed, practically word for 
word. It is preferable that the answers be given 
in the student's own language. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


OsTEOMALACIA AND OSTEOMALACIC PARESIS 
In A Youna MonkRy. 


Prof. Guido Finzi recently observed this case, 
and described the history and symptoms with con- 
siderable detail in a clinical lecture. 

The monkey, a male, about 2} years old, had 
been brought from Brazil 26 months before. He 
belongs to a species (Macacus Rhesus) which re- 
quires from three to four years to attain full growth. 
He had been fed with fruit and with the same 
foods that were consumed by his owner’s family. 
In fact, he relished all soups, meat, bread, and 
especially milk. 

About eighteen months before Finzi saw him he 
began to present disturbances in walking, every 
movement appearing to necessitate a great expendi- 
ture of muscular force. This increased, and with 
it a progressive loss of spirits appeared. From 
lively and very vivacious he became inert; and his 
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spirits and ene disappeared. Finally he re- 
mained always lying in a special position, with the 
lower limbs flexed upon the thighs, and the thighs 
upon the pelvis, while the thoracic limbs were 

ost constantly held crossed upon the breast. 
He did not succeed in extending his arm in order 
to take up food, and perhaps did not attempt it on 
account of the pain it would cause; but he easil 
conveyed food to his mouth if it was placed in his 
hands. 

The digestive functions were not at all depressed ; 
the appetite was preserved, and defecation was 
normal. Urination was also normal, According 
to the owner, the hearing, taste, smell, and voice 
did not seem to have undergone appreciable modifi- 
cations. The monkey was profoundly apathetic, 
but conscious. 

The visible mucous membranes were anzmic. 
The glands accessible to examination were of nor- 
mal size and consistence. The pulse was rather 
frequent; the rectal temperature was not febrile; 
and the cutaneous temperature was normally dis- 
tributed. 

The muscular masses were in a slightly hyper- 
tonic condition, which was most manifest in the 
muscles of the pelvic limbs. The flexion of the 
pelvic limbs could be forcibly increased without 
causing any special reaction on the part of the ani- 
mal; but it was difficult to forcibly extend the 
+ extremities, and to do so caused very loud crying. 
The muscles were hyperalgic; and it was evident 
that even lightly touching them caused very acute 
_. The localisation of sensibility was preserved. 

he sensitiveness of the bones and joints was very 
exaggerated. 

The bones were notably altered in form; the 
were soft, and could be bent in every direetion with 
the minimum of force. Those of the cranium were 
so soft that their palpation resembled the pressing of 
a rubber ball. The thoracic bones were also soft, and 
were compressed laterally. The clavicle was arched 
forward. The sternum was also arched forward 
and projecting; and the bones of all the limbs were 
of incredible plasticity. The bodies of the vertebra 
were exceedingly soft; and the last dorsal and the 
first lumbar vertebre formed a slight scoliosis. The 
pelvis was deformed as a result of pressure trans- 
mitted by the femurs. The functioning power of 
all the muscles was so reduced that the case was 
really one of osteomalacic paresis ; but the paresis 
was essentially spastic. 

ioscopic examination gave very interesting 
results. In addition to the abnormal curvatures 
and deformities of the bones, there was a most 
notable transparency of almost all the bones in the 
skeleton as a result of the rarefaction of the osseous 
tissue. The only bones which did not show this 
transparency were the last coccygeal vertebra. 

The eyes were very lively. The pupils were uni- 
form, and reacted neither to light nor pain. Phys- 
ical examination of the heart and lungs was not 
practicable, as the animal cried so loudly whenever 
touched. The respirations were rather frequent; 
but there was no cough. The tuberculin test gave 
negative results. 


The animal was destroyed ; and unfortunately no 
eda sam investigations were possible. Finzi 
oes not know of other observations of this disease 
in the monkey.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 
W. B.C. 


Y | Sranparvs or Meat INSPECTION UNDER WAR-TIME AND 


OTHER CONDITIONS,* by THomas Park F.R.C.V.8., 
Veterinary Officer and Inspector of Meat, Provisions, 
etc., to the City and County of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


[Abridged.] 


As the condition that accounts for the majority of 
home-killed cattle that are condemned is tuberculosis, 
it is intended, for the pa of discussion, to confine 
attention to carcases of cattle affected with that disease. 

Before attempting to formulate a standard, certain 
aspects of the subject should be considered, namely : 
(1) Traffic in diseased meat: (2) Whether bovine tuber- 
culosis is transmissible to man; (3) Methods and risks 
of infection: for it is more or less upon these that one 
should base a judgment, not only as to the standard of 
inspection, but, if necessary, the application of it. 

Traffic in diseased meat. It is a well-known fact that 
there are individuals who regularly attend markets 
and auction sales and purchase animals which are 
popularly knownjas “shots” or “chancers.” Often 
when an animal, fat or otherwise, takes ill on the 
farm, the animal is taken either to some other market, 
or? to a slaughter-house and dressed (either 
| day or night), and the carcase sold, irrespective 
of its condition. Sometimes the animal may 
slaughtered on the farm: if diseased, the internal 
organs are buried, the carcase is prepared and neatly 
packed in wrappers, and sent to where there is a ready 
market. In some cases a good profit will result. In 
others the owner will come to grief, and, besides having 
a heavy penalty inflicted, will be distinguished by his 
failure forming the subject of a newspaper report of 
police court proceeeings. 

It is a fact that there are butchers engaged ina - 
class family trade who, whenever they happen to have 
a beast affected with the disease, without hesitation 
remove the apparently diseased parts, and sell the 
remainder. In some cases’they prefer to send the dis- 
eased meat elsewhere rather than dispose of it in their 
own shops. Fortunately, however, owing to their be- 
coming more alive either to the dangers attending such 
meat, or its inspection, the practice is not so common 
as it used to be. In a city such as this, where there 
exists a highly ornate’ and well-managed butchers’ 
association, through which its members may insure their 
cattle, and particularly as cows are treated as suspects, 
and therefere uninsurable, the incentive to take un- 
necessary risks is reduced toa minimum. It must not 
be assumed, however, that diseased meat cannot pass on 
to the market ; for, owing to the impossibility under 
the present slaughter-house system of inspecting more 
than a small proportion of the carcases, a real risk ne- 
cessarily remains. 

Again, in some establishments where a large number 
of carcases are prepared, even when diseased organs 
have been detected, owing to overcrowding great diffi- 
culty has been experienced in finding for examination 
the carcase to which the diseased organs belonged. 
Cases have occurred where the butcher 
carease with the full expectation that it would be con- 
demned for tuberculosis, but which to his surprise. 
after inspection, was released as not tuberculous. On 
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the other he has been equally surprised to find a 
carcase which he believed to be quite sound, totally con- 
demned on account of that'disease. These are simple 
examples of cases where not only the public, but also 
honest meat traders, require some protection. Never- 
theless, owing to the system that obtains at present, the 
possibility of detecting many of the diseased conditions 
is reduced to one of chance.” 

Is bovine tuberculosis transmissible to man? 

[Mr. Parker here refers to some of the work and find- 
ings of the Royal Commission (1911), but adduces no 
evidence of infection from tuberculous meat. ]} 

The dangers of tuberculous meat. Is there any danger 
attached to eating tuberculous meat? If the meat con- 
tained bacilli and were consumed in an unsterilised 
condition, then the risk of becoming infected would 
undoubtedly exist ; and as having a direct bearing on 
the subject is the question as to whether meat from 
tuberculous animals, even when the visibly diseased 
— have been removed, carries living tubercle bacilli. 

m certain experiments carried out in the laboratory 
of the public slaughter-house by Hansson, Veterinary 
Officer, Stockholm, during 1912 and 1913. One hundred 
and fifty-three investigations were made with blood ob- 
tained from cattle, calves, and pigs affected with the 
disease in various stages. Guinea-pigs were used for 
the inoculation tests, and whenever these animals, as a 
result, were found tuberculous, specimens were obtained 
from the lesions and examined microscopically, and it 
was — the latter that the diagnosis in each case was 
cast. In 1913, 126 investigations were made. Of these, 
116 gave negative results, and in the remaining 10 (or 8 

cent.) the blood was found to contain tubercle 

ili. During 1912, out of 27 cases investigated, in 10 
or 37 per cent.) the blood contained tubercle bacilli. 

ot only in the ten cases which gave positive results, 
but also in the 17 cases which gave negative results, the 
animals were subjects of highly developed tuberculosis 
of the lungs, combined with lesions on the chest and 
abdominal walls, and in one or more of the internal 
organs. It is almost certain that in those cases where 
the disease is localised the blood does not contain 
tubercle bacilli, but once the disease is established there 
is always the risk of it becoming generalised. In Hans- 
son’s report the following statement occurs in reference 
to one of the cases found positive, namely: “In the one 
one case it was the matter of highly developed acute 
miliary tuberculosis of the lungs, together with tuber- 
culosis of the — and ‘peritoneum, but without 
signs of generalisation.” This statement is difficult 
to accept; for, providing acute miliary tuberculosis 
of both lungs existed, and, besides the presence of 
tuberculosis of the pleura and peritoneum, tubercle 
bacilli were found within the blocd, then the case was 
undoubtedly one of “ generalised tuberculosis.” 

At this stage 1 would like to notice a phase of {the 
question that is overlooked when the dangers of tuber- 
culous. meat are discussed—handling of diseased meat 
from the time of slaughter until about to be cooked. It 
is not uncommon to find that on opening a carcase, or 
during the removal of the internal organs, huge tuber- 
cular growths and abscesses are cut, sometimes giving 
exit to — uantities of liquid tuberculous matter. 
Immediately the slaughterman uses a cloth, rinsed out 
with water, to wipe off the liquid matter from the 
interior of the carcase, and often, during the process, 
unwittingly smears other parts of the internal surface. 
Sometimes the exterior of the carcase is splashed, and 
even the slaughterman does not always escape. The 
carcase dries up during the process of setting, and when 
the inspector is called in, little or no visible evidence of 
the infective material remains. In districts where super- 
vision is inadequate, after the large growths have been 
remo we ieee filth wiped down with a dirty cloth 

and the in organs buried, and so on, the remainder 


of the carcase is, as usual, either sent to another district 
to be sold, or is cut up to be sold at home. Is it not poss- 
ible for such meat to contaminate the hands or clothes 
of the housewife, tables, plates, knives, or other articles 
within the hcme? Is there not a real risk of such meat 
on reaching the pantry, being the means of contamina- 
ting the milk which is consumed in the raw state? 
Ordinary house flies passing to and fro between the 
meat and the milk basin is a natural process. If we are 
all agreed that when map contracts the disease the 
result may prove fatal, no matter the source of infectio: 
then I thjnk the point I have endeavoured to raise is of 
some importance. 

I would like to briefly refer to a case which will, I 
believe, illustrate the danger of handling tuberculous 
meat. Between three and four years ago (Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, Vol. xxix., 
p. 367), a young Dutch veterinary surgeon, who from 
time to time suffered from chaps and cracks on the in- 
side of the thumb of his right hand, contracted the dis- 
ease whilst engaged in the examination of a large num- 
ber of tuberculous pigs. He sought medical advice, but 
failed to bring about a cure. He then consulted a 
surgeon, who removed part of the thumb and the axil- 
lary gland. Several months ela: betore recovery 
was complete. Material from the excised gland was 
used for inoculating guinea-pigs, and gave positive 
results. From the lesions set up in these animals 
specimens were examined microscopically and tubercle 
bacilli found. 


STANDARDS OF INSPECTION. 


In some districts it has been the practice to condemn 
the entire carcase and organs whenever, by a superficial 
examination, the slightest evidence of disease was de- 
tected. In others, even where the entire caccase was 
not confiscated, the extent of the disease was determined 
on practically the same principle, that is to say, the 
— as to what should be condemned or released 

epended on the size and number of tuberculous 
growths apparent. Needless to say, this method is not 

a sound one, for whilst in certain cases a considerable 

amount of wholesome meat may be unnecessarily de- 

stroyed, it is equally certain that in others a consider- 
able amount of diseased meat may reach the consumer. 

The standards generally recognised may be considered 
under the following three headings, namely :—1, The 
condemnation of the entire carcase and organs ; 2, The 
condemnation of a part of the carcase or organs, and 
allowing the remainder on to the market unsterilised ; 
3, The condemnation of a part of the carcase or organs, 
and = the remainder on to the market after be- 
ing sterilised. 

Owing to the existence of varying opinions, and the 
difficulty of obtaining uniformity of practice throughout 
the country, the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis 

1898) made the following recommendations to the Local 
vernment Board :— 

1. The entire carcase and all organs may be destroyed— 
When there is miliary tuberculosis of both lungs. 
When tuberculous lesions are on the pleura and peri- 

toneum. 

When tuberculous lesions are in the muscular system, 
or in the lymphatic glands embedded in or between 
the muscles. 

When the tuberculous lesions exist in any part of an 
emaciated carcase. 

2. The carcase, if otherwise healthy, shall not be con- 
condemned, but every part of it containing tubercul- 
ous lesions shall be seized— 

When the lesions are confined to the lungs and the 
thoracic lymphatic glands. 

en the lesions are con to haryn 
lymphatic glands. 
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When the lesions are confined to any combination of 

the foregoing, but are collectively small in extent. 

In the recommendations, the following also appears— 
“In view of the greater tendency to generalisation of 
tuberculosis in the pig, we consider that the presence of 
tubercular deposit in = 4 d should involve seizure 
of the whole carcase and of the organs.” 

As a general guide, little fault can be found with 
these recommendations ; but owing to the great variety 
of cases presented, to precisely place a carcase either in 
one class or the other is not always easy of achievement. 

Distribution of the Lesions.—On examining carcases 
of beef, one finds that the commonest seats of the 
disease are the bronchial and mediastinal glands and 
the lungs ; in fact, in about 90 per cent. of the cases one 
finds these glands affected. Whenever the disease ex- 
ists in the lungs it is generally found that these glands 
are affected also, but they may be affected alone. 
Supposing tubercle bacilli are inhaled with the lung, 
they may quickly pass by the lymph stream to the 
beonchial or mediastinal glands without giving rise to 
any lesion in the lung tissue. These lesions take the 
form of small tubercles. In about a fortnight or three 
weeks they become plainly visible, 7.e., about the size of 
mustard seeds. 

Where only a small number of the organisms have 
been arrested within the vessels of the lung tissue, there 
results tubercles which may be distributed wide — 
and each attain a considerable size before the anima 
beeomes seriously ill. When once the development of 
one or more of these tubercles becomes established a 
certain amount of irritation occurs, resulting in a cough. 
The organisms may be ompet up and then aspirated 
down other branches of the bronchial tubes, and in 
that way give rise to many new centres of disease, finally 
a in the development of a caseating nodular 
tuberculous broncho-pneumonia. Age, the tubercle 
bacilli from the very earliest-formed tubercles may be 
carried by the lymph stream to the pleural membrane 
covering the lungs, thus giving ri 
pleurisy. Similarly, the tubercle bacilli may pass from 
an bronchial or mediastinal lymph gland. Then 
once the pleural surface is infected, the disease may 

from the membrane on the outside of the lun 
to the membrane lining the chest cavity. And this 
condition may be aggravated by the respiratory move- 
ments, the parietal] and visceral surfaces rubbing to- 
gether. When the diaphragmatic pleura has become 
affected there may be an extension of the disease from 
the chest tothe abdominal cavity by organisms carried 
by the lymph stream through the diaphragm. Once 
the abdominal cavity has become infected the disease 
may be further spread in precisely the same way—by 
way of the lymph vessels, or owing to the parietal and 
visceral membranes rubbing one another. On the other 
hand, supposing the organisms reach the intestinal cana] 
as a result of swallowing the coughed-up material from 
the lungs, or by means of ingestion in the ordinary 
sense, the organisms may be absorbed through the in- 
testinal mucous membrane, be carried by way of the 
lymph vessels, and eventually reach the blood stream 
by way of the right side of the heart. In this way, 
organisms may reach the lungs, and give rise to an 
attack of tucerculous pneumonia, as a result of inges- 
tion. Or the organisms may be arrested, and give rise 
to lesions in the mesenteric glands. From these, they 
may spread, and cause tuberculous peritonits. From a 
tuberculous peritonitis, the disease may spread by the 
lymph stream until the diaphragm is reached, finally 
passing through the latter by way of the lymph vessels, 
and on reaching the chest cavity set up a tuberculous 
pleurisy. It will be seen, therefore, that we may have 
a tuberculous pleurisy caused by ingestion, or a tuber- 
culous Vs aa resulting from a primary attack 
within the lungs, and so on. Whenever either of these 


rise to an attack of/d 


two membranes have become attacked the condition 
may gradually extend until there developes, either 
within the chest, abdomen, or both, large growths, 
almost like clusters of grapes. 

pharyngeal glands, subm g glands o 
chest and abdominal walls. Sometimes the udder, 
supra-mammary glands, morn uterus, and even the 
brain, testicles, or ovaries may be attacked. Of course, 
the disease may be found in almost any organ or gland, 
and even in the bones, although but rarely. ; 

Generalised Tuberculosis.—Sometimes the disease is 
spoken of as generalised, as distinguished from localised, 
and sometimes as primary or secondary. Whenever the 
disease occurs naturally it commences as a Jocal process. 
Once the disease has become established, however, there 
always exists the danger of the condition becomi 
generalised. For example, a vein may become invol 
in a tuberculous lesion, which may break down the 
vessel wall and liberate into it tubercle bacilli, or as 
previously mentioned, tubercle bacilli may reach the 
thoracic duct from the lymph stream, and be discharged 
into the venous system atthe right side of |the neck. 
Assuming that a large number were thus liberated, the 
majority would probably be arrested in the capillary 
vessels of the lungs. and there lead to the development 
of miliary tubercles. And whenever one finds miliary 
tuberculosis of both lungs, one may be certain that a 
large number of organisms have been carried within the 
blood stream. The condition referred to is the best 
visible or outward evidence of “generalised tuber- 
culosis.” In such a case one invariably finds lesions 
elsewhere. In a case of generalised tuberculosis one 
may find the lung lesions exceedingly minute, with 
large lesions in the mesenteric glands, but no visible 
evidence of the disease in the carcase, t.¢., in any of the 
quarters of beef; on the other hand, one may find a 
case with no evidence of generalisation, and yet find 
all the quarters of beef extensively affected with the 


isease. 
It is hoped that these few remarks will serve to illus- 
trate the difficulty in many cases of determining when 
the disease is localised and when it is not, and the 
absolute necessity for an extended examination when- 
ever it is intended to allow any unsterilised meat on to 
the market from tuberculous cattle. 

Modification of Procedure—Owing to the recent 
shortage and high prices of meat, various local authorities 
have had under consideration the question of modify- 
ing their method of the condemna- 
tion of carcases. If the principle of passing one part 
and rejecting another of the same carcase is to be 
adhered to, and the standard is to be based on the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission, then it 
necessarily follows, in the absence of an extended exam- 
ination and dissection, that a considerable amount of 
meat as sound as the parts passed is likely to be 
destroyed. To obviate this, several local authorities 
have had under consideration the question of steril- 
ising the entire carcases in certain cases after the 
removal of all visible evidence of disease. 

Quite recently a series of experiments have been 
carried out in Glasgow by Mr. A. M. Trotter, Corpora- 
tion Veterinary Officer, which go to show that meat 
from tuberculous carcases may be rendered absolutely 
innocuous without in any way nutritive 
properties. Mr. Trotter is of opinion that in Glasgow 
at least 300 tons could be conserved annually by steril- 
isation, and this would provide sufficient meat for 
2,000,000 meals. In Newcastle the quantity of meat 
condemned annually, if dealt with in a similar way, 
would probably provide meat sufficient for not more 
than 100 meals per day. ’ 

In Germany sterilised tuberculous meat is sold in 
premises known as the Friebank. These are shops 
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attached to many abattoirs in which the meat is sold 
under declaration to the public at a low price. en- 
ever sterilised tuberculous meat is allowed to be dis- 
posed of to the public in this country, its selection, 
paration, sterilisation, and sale should be under the 
irect control and supervision of the local authority. 

In conclusion one may state :—Neither war time nor 
any other conditions should be accepted as an argument 
in favour of lowering the standard of inspection in any 

egree, if by doing so the health of the consumer is 
likely to be prejudiced. 

Meat inspection can never be complete, and therefore 
a proper standard of inspection can never be attained, 
until private slaughter-houses are abolished and the 
slaughtering is carried out within central abattoirs. 

In the absence of properly equipped abattoirs the 
preparation of meat for sterilisation would be not only 

esirable, but dangerous. 


Dr. Boobyers said there was no doubt a large amount 
of food was lost by destruction from disease, but there 
was a system on the Continent by which much was 
saved, through the process of very thorough cooking, 
and in view of the expected food shortage it was highly 
desirable the Institute should discuss the matter 
thoroughly. He fully agreed with Mr. Parker as to the 
necessity a gts abattoirs if proper supervision was 
to be exercised. Enormous difference could be seen in 
meat displayed in towns with abattoirs and those with- 
out. He strongly advocated a system of tuberculous 
meat sterilisation, but only under adequate official 


supervision. 
r. Cameron, tuberculosis officer for Durham County, 
said that outside big cities there was considerable trade 


in diseased meat. He believed, however, that if parts 
locally affected with tuberculosis in an animal were 
jr ary the remainder of the beast would be un- 


_ Dr. Heslop, North Shields, joined with other speakers 
in condemning private slaughterhouses, and expressed 
the view that the great need was inspectors thoroughly 
conversant with parasitic and bacterial disease. 

Other speakers generally agreed with Mr. Parker's 
conclusions. 


Tuberculous Cow: breach of warranty case 
re-opened at Carnarvon. 


In the case of Ann Roberts, of Dol Llanllyfni; 
— E. Williams, of St. Beuno Hotel Glynn , Mr. 
chard Roberts, acting on behalf of the plaintiff, and 
Mr. William George for the defendant, the laintiff’s 
solicitor made an application to his Honour J 4. M 
at the Carnarvon County Court on Nov. 14th, for a 
new trial of the action, on the grounds that the cow in 
— was not in perfect health at the time of sale, 
t she was not in perfect health on the 19th of May, 
1917, as per letter written by defendant, that there was 
a of warranty, and that the cow was suffering 
from tuberculosis. He stated that when the case was 
first before the Court, he called evidence to prove that 
the cow in question was suffering in April, at the time 
of sale, from tuberculosis, and Mr. O. Seaver Williams, 
of Glan Aber, Llangefni, veterinary surgeon, gave evi- 
dence, and explained fully that the cow was beyond any 
question of doubt suffering from tuberculosis and was 
unsound in every respect on that account. 

The defendants called Mr. Wynn Lloyd, veterinary 
surgeon, of Carnarvon; Mr. G. J. Roberts, veterin 
surgeon, Pwilheli ; and Capt. Edwin Patrick, a veter- 
inary surgeon with the Royal Engineers stationed at 
Carnarvon. They swore that they had made a minute 
examination of the said cow and that she was not suffer- 


ing from tuberculosis, that she had withstood the test, 
and that they had no doubt whatsoever that the cow 
was perfectly free from tuberculosis, and sound as per 


warranty 

At the following Court his Honour suggested that he 
should name a gentleman to examine the cow, and 
report to him the result, as the expert evidence was so 
conflicting, and that the parties should = iy Aad the 
expense of an expert witness to be named by him. His 
Honour appointed Mr. W. J. Fletcher, a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Wrexham, to ex- 
amine the cow, and his report to the Judge was, that 
he was of opinion that the cow was recovering from an 
illness with affection of the bronchial tube, but that he 
was unable to say that this was or was not present so 
far back as the 13th of April last, the date upon which 
the cow was bought, that he did not eonsider the cow 
tuberculous ; that such been the case the cow, in 
his opinion, would at the time of calving and during the 
lapse of time, 14 weeks, have shown further clinical 
symptoms of the disease, but on the contrary, the evi- 
dence given, ani the then present condition of the cow, 
went to show that she is improving, that he found the 
cow feeding in a field and that she was breathing nor- 
mally, and he was shown a good calf which, it was said, 
she had delivered on the 18th of May. Upon this re- 
port, which confirmed the statement of three other 
veterinary surgeons, that the eow was not suffering 
from tuberculosis, his Honour found that the cow at 
the time of sale was not suffering from tuberculosis, and 
consequently no breach of warranty, and gave judgment 
for the defendant on the claim with costs, and on the 
counter-claim for the plaintiff, with costs. 

Since the judgment, the plaintiff had the cow removed 
from the defendant’s premises, and the calf, and as she 
was getting worse from day to day and on the point of 
dying, it was deemed proper to send her to Llangefni to 
the premises of Mr. O. Trevor Williams to be slaughtered 
and to have a thorough ae examination made 
to ascertain fully what the cow was suffering from. 


Post-MortTEM. 


Notice was given in due course to the defendant’s 
solicitors, and on the 15th October, 1917, the cow was 
slaughtered and a post-mortem examination held in the 

resence of Mr. O. Trevor Williams, Dr. Llewelyn 
5 ones, the Medical Officer of Health for the County of 
Anglesey, and Mr. John Matthews, veterinary surgeon, 
Llanfair P.G., on behalf of the plaintiff, and Messrs. W. 
Wynn Lloyd, veterinary surgeon, Carnarvon, and Mr. 
G. J. Roberts, veterinary surgeon, Pwllheli, on behalf of 
the defendant. The result of the post-mortem exam- 
ination was agreed to by all the expert witnesses present, 

REPORT. 


Mr. Richard Roberts then read the reports. The 
rt of Dr. G. Llewelyn Jones was as follows :— 
‘On this day 1 witnessed a post-mortem examination 
on the carcase of a cow at Glanaber, Llangefni. There 
were present Messrs. O. Trevor Williams, J. Matthews, 
L. W. Wynn Lloyd and G. Jones Roberts, veterinary 
surgeons. The examination showed the cow to have 
been suffering from general tuberculosis of long stand- 
ing, all the internal organs and glands being affected ; 
the principal lesion was in the left lung, the pleura 
being adherent and both being covered with miliary 
tubercles, as well as evidence of old standing disease, 
that is, the fairly considerable parts that were calcified.” 
Mr. John Matthews in his report stated :—On Mon- 
day, October 15th, I attended a post-mortem examina- 


re 


tion of a cow at Glanaber, Llangefni, in com with 
ter-| Messrs. G. J. Roberts, W. Wynn Lloyd, and Mr. Trevor 
r 


Williams. There was also present Dr. Llewelyn Jones. 
The carcase a to be extensively affected with tuber- 
culosis in all stages of development, the organs more 
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particularly affected being the lungs, stomach, liver and 
udder. The left lung was throughout its entire len 
adherent to the side of the chest and covered with a 
large number of multiple miliary tubercles of long 
standing. The right lung was also diseased, but not 
having reached the advanced state of the left lung. The 
liver was similarly diseased, the stomach and udder as 
well showed marked symptoms of tuberculosis. All 
present at the examination the cow was in an 
advanced stage of tuberculosis at the time of sale six 
months ago. rk this reason 2 oan considered not 
necessary to send the s to pathologist to report on.” 

The report of Mr. O. Trevor Williams was ee read 
and was as follows :—“ On the 15th October, the cow, 
the subject of the County Court action, was killed at 
2 p.m., and the carcase was opened in the presence of 
Messrs. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, v.s., Carnarvon, and G. 
Jones Roberts, v.s., Pwllheli, acting for Mr. Watkin, and 
the following watched the P.-M. for me : Dr. G. Llewelyn 
Jones, Llangefni,and Mr. J. Matthews, v.s., Llanfair P.G. 
The examination proved to all present that the cow had 
been suffering from tuberculosis of a very long standing. 
All the internal organs were studded with miliary tuber- 
cles, the lesions extending to all the lymphatic glands, 
and one quarter of the udder was highly affected, the 
thoracic cavity evidently being the primary seat. The 
left lung was completely fixed to the pleura (the cover- 
ing of the ribs) with a considerable growth of multiple 
~ bode The left lung had lost all its functions and 
become consolidated with degenerative changes :— 
1 caseation, 2 calcification, that is the cheesy parts had 
become calcified with deposits of irregular granules of 
carbonate and phosphate of lime. This kind of change 
is most marked in chronic and long standing tuberculosis 
of the lung in the ox. The right my was also highly 
affected, but in a more acute stage, showing consider- 
able area of pleurisy and miliary tubercles studded all 
over the pleura and the serous covering of the lung. 
There were also in this lung some caseous masses 
thoroughly calcified. 

In the presence of all nt I asked them to 
as to the duration of the lesions found. I ventured to 
suggest that in my opinion, the cow had been suffering 
for over two years. also stated my intention that, 
failing to agree, as to whether the cow suffered or not at 
the time of sale, 1 was going to send the lungs to the 
eminent pathologist, Sir John M‘Fadyean, of London 
V. College. Messrs. —_ and Roberts agreed that the 
cow was tuberculous at the time of sale last April.” 


JUDGMENT. 


Mr. Richard Roberts contended that having regard to 
the result of the post-mortem examination, a mistake 
having taken place at the original hearing, it would be 
a substantial wrong and a serious miscarriage of justice 
if the original judgment were allowed to stand, as in 
the altered circumstances there was no evidence to sup- 
port the same, and at the request of the defendant’s 
solicitor he read two letters, the first having been re- 
ceived on the 23rd Oetober from Messrs. as George 
and George acting for the defendant, in which they 
stated: “We have now received our client’s instructions 
upon the notice of application for a new trial served by 
you herein, and having regard to the result of the post- 
mortem referred to therein, we beg to inform you that 
the defendant is now prepared to admit that he was in 
error in believing that the cow was a sound and healthy 
one at the time it was sold to the plaintiff, and as his 
Honour had already found that she was warranted as 
such by the defendant, it follows that the defendant is 
liable to the plaintiff ia da for breach of warranty; 
and the only question, therefore, still outstanding be- 
tween ol ener tag: what the exact amount is which 
the plaintiff ought, therefore, to recover in this action. 


We should be glad to hear from you on this point at 
your earliest convenience.” 

Mr. Roberts stated that in reply to this letter he sent 
a statement of damages, and Mr. George wrote in reply 
stating that he considered some of the items were ex- 
cessive, especially the item for loss of profit, which had 
been put down in the particulars at £6. : 

Mr. Roberts asked His Honour to t anew trial by 
consent and then to give judgment for the plaintiff for 
such sums as seemed proper to him by way of damages, 
and that as Mr. George was not a he would leave 
the matter of damages entirely to His Honour. 

Consequently the judge made the following order : 
“Order for new trial by consent of the ies at their 
request, the application filed to be treated asa new trial. 
At the request of the —_— judgment Wy consent for 
plaintiff for £41 5s. 6d., made up as follows :—Price 
paid for cow, £27 2s. 6d., keep from 13th April to 27th 
April, 10s.; keep from 28th April to 14th ay, 10s. ; 
feeding meal for cow, 19s.; Mr. W. O. Jones, chemist, 
Penygroes, account, 8s.; Mr. W. Wynn Lloyd, veterin- 
ary surgeon, account against plaintiff, 15s. ; loss of 
profit, £3 ; plaintiff's son for travelling expenses, etc., 
£1; Mr. Trevor Williams for examination, £2 2s.; 
Mr. Matthews, veterinary surgeon, £2 2s.; Dr. Llewelyn 
Jones, £1 10s ; slaughtering cow, etc., £1 7s.— £41 5s. 6d 
and costs: one qualifying fee for Mr. O. Trevor 
Williams, the costs of judgment for the plaintiff on 
the counter-claim as previously given to stand.—Car- 


Lnarvon and Denbigh Herald. 


Tax on profits from a Stallion. 


In the First Division of the Court of Session—the 
Lord President and Lords Johnson, Mackenzie, and 
Skerrington on the bench—counsel was heard in an 
Exchequer case in which William Taylor Malcolm, 
Dunmore Home Farm, Airth, appealed against a 
determination of the Income Tax Commissioners for the 
district of Falkirk fixing an assessment upon him for 
the year 1915-16 of £250 in respect of profits of the 
stallion Prince Ossian under Schedule D. Purchased 
by the appellant when a foal, Prince Ossian was reared 
and fed by him on Dunmore Home Farm as of the 
stock of the farm on the produce of the farm. The 
horse is still fed and attended to by the ordi farm 
servants in the appellant’s employment. Since be was 
of agricultural mares in the ap t’s own possession, 
and, in addition, he sells the —— of the horse to 
owners of agricultural mares. Many mares are sent to 
Dunmore to be served, while in other cases the horse is 
sent under the care of the appellant’s servant to the 
stables of the owners of the and service effected 
there. For the season—April to 
Ossian was selected by the Stirlingshire Horse Society 
to serve mares belonging to members, and he also 
served mares belonging to the appellant. The appellant 
received £2 and £4 as stud fees from the society for 
each mare served and proved to be in foal, in addition to 
an initial payment of £60 from the society. He admitted 
that the gross earnings from the horse amounted te £290. 
As tenant and occupier of Dunmore Home Farm the 
appellant bys £580 of rent. He breeds and maintains 
a stud of Clydesdale horses, and also a herd of pedigree 
Shorthorn cattle. He is assessed for Income tax under 
Schedule B as tenant of the farm at £580. The farm is 
a mixed one of 400 acres, and the appellant also rents 
grass parks to the extent of 100 acres. 

The Income Tax Commissioners were of opinion that 
the appellant must be upon the profits made by 
him out of the employment of his stallion in serving 
mares away from his own farm. They held that the 
employment of a stallion for stud purposes for hire out- 
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side of his own farm was no part of the business of a 


er. 
On behalf of the appellant, it was contended that he 
was not liable to be assessed on the profits made from 
Prince Ossian, as it was part of mats spe business 
as a farmer, on which he was already assessed under 
schedule B. 
_ The Court dismissed the appeal and affirmed the 
judgment of the Commissioners, with expenses to the 


wn. 

The Lord President said the appellant sold for money 
the services of the stallion. It was no doubt very con- 
venient for him in connection with this business to have 
a farm, but it was by no means essential, and if it were 
—— he would continue to carry on this business if 

is farm lease terminated to-morrow. Therefore his 
Lordship traversed at once and emphatically the one 
argument submitted by the appellant's counsel, that the 
possession and use of the stallion was an essential part 
of the farmer’s business. It was not an essential part of 
the farmer’s business. With reference to the use of the 
words “away from” the appellant’s farm, if the Com- 
missioners meant by that expression to indicate that 
the case would have been different if the mares had 
been brought to the stallion, then his Lordship dis- 
Fare | for it seemed to him wholly immaterial whether 

e stallion was taken to mares upon other farms or the 
mares brought to the stallion at the appellant’s farm. 
His Lordship — that in using the expression the 
Commissioners really meant “apart from.” Thus in- 
terpreting it, His Lordshi aenah end was for uphold- 
ee judgment of the Commissioners. 

e other judges concurred.— Zhe Scottish Farmer. 


Light and pigmentation. 


A good deal of desultory work has been done on the 
subject of colouration in man and other animals, and on 
the markings in animals and birds ; but as it does not 
lend itself to commercial exploitation to any Nas yen 
extent it is not likely to be very keenly followed up. 
The horticulturist has used light—and shade—in his 
operations for many years, and with effect, but the fol- 
lowing note seems to carry the question further, and it 
is not unlikely that a few years may see advances as 
important as those which biologists, following on the 
track of botanists, were able to make in recent years. 


“Col. H. E. Rawson, ¢.B., R.E., at the Royal Colonial 
Institute, produced a large number of examples of what 
sunlight was able to effect in changing the structure, 
colours, foliage, and other organs of plants. By experi- 
ments in screening the plants at selected inter of 
daylight, changes of colour were effected without any 
possibility of cross breeding, yellows, scarlets, and crim- 
sons transfermed into purples as well as into one an- 
other, while condated variations of form had been pro- 
duced simultaneously. Within two years a clump of 
dahlias had been transformed into a new purple variety 
unknown at Pretoria, and they were now growing freely 
in his Hertfordshire garden. With the change of colour 
marked changes had occurred in the foliage. The scent 
also changed with the colour. Experiments on nastur- 
tiums produced multiform flowers, splashed with mauve, 
brown, and green on the same plant. Sometimes one 
branch would bear crimson flowers, while those on the 
rest of the plant were {scarlet. Twelve poppy plants 
were , and eleven became double, and only one 
remained single like the parent. The double form 
resembled a pink and white carnation, and one plant 
had three whorls of seven flowers each in tiers one above 
the other. A California tree, the Monterey pine, was of 
such slow wth and so poor in the quality of its 
timber that it was of no account there. Transferred by 


seed to New Zealand, the change of soil and climate 
worked such wonders that in a few years it was reported 
to exceed most trees in the rapidity of its growth, and 
now produced an exceptional amount and quality of 
valuable wood, such as it never did in its American 


home.” 


Perjured expert Testimony. 


“The work of Sanitary Inspectors and Health Officers 
in food cases would be much lightened were it not for 
the ease with which rebutting technical evidence can be 
obtained by defendants. f 

No matter how bad a case, or what its influence upon 
public health, a veterinary surgeon can always be found 
to swear to the freshness of a stinking carcase or the 
health of a diseased animal. The scientific and technical 
witness swears only “to the best of his knowledge,” 
hence the difficulty of allaying mala sides and instituting 
a prosecution for perjury. All we can say is that, if the 
majority of the witnesses for defendants are not perjur- 
ing themselves with full intent, their knowledge is not 
worth much.”—Municipal Engineering and Sanitary 
Record, Nov. 22nd, 1917, page 379. 

[This man to imagine a of “ Expert 
evidence” by the veterinary profession. e can assure 
him he is mistaken in that. Somehow, the Pron 
seems tos t the hand of a budding “sub” on hi 
chief’s afternoon off for golf.] 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, Nov. 28. 
The Secretary of State for War has received the fol- 


lowing dispatch from Lieut.-General G. F. Milne, c.z., 
p.s.0., Commanding in Chief, British Salonika Force :— 


General Headquarters, British Salonika Force. 
Oct. 25, 1917. 
My Lord,—I have the honour to submit herewith a 
list of the names of the Officers, Non-Commissioned 
Officers, and Men, whose services I desire to bring to 
your Lordship’s notice for gallant conduct and distin- 
guished services rendered during the past six months. 


STarFr. 


* 


* * 
Lt.-Col. (temp. Col.) F. Eassie, ¢.M.G., D.8.0., A.V.C. 
Maj. W. A. Jelbart, a.v.c. 


Army VETERINARY CoRPs. 
Capt. (temp. Maj.) E. C. yet Temp. om. W. K. 


ohnstone ; Hm § Capt. G. Moir ; Temp. Capt. E. A. 
Mylrea ; Capt. . Smith ; Temp. —_ J. E. Syme; 
Temp. Capt. (actg. Maj.) 8. L. Symo 


Pte. (actg. Sgt.) W. M. Cooper, SE/3590; Pte. (actg. Cpl. 
S. SE/1779 Cpl. (L.-Sgt.) (actg. she 
H. Drury, SR/19 Ptemactg. Sgt.) C. E. Hobbs, 
SE/9148; Pte. J. , SE/8059 ; Pte. (actg. Sgt.) J. 
Raeburn, SE/5065 ; Shoeing-smith (actg. 


A. W. , SE/5779: Pte. (actg. Staff Sgt.) A. Salt, 
Pie (act. Sgt.) S. SE/10142. 


Om. J. A. Fearnside ; Maj. W. L. Hereien, F.R.C.V.S. ; 
Sgt. 


t. G. E. Henson ; Capt. (temp. Maj.) H. McVean ; 
J. H. Dennis, TT/0117. 
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Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Nov. 22. 


Forces. Army Corps. 


Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—B. Whittam (Oct. 31). 
Temp. 
J "4 ane, C. Cooke, E. E. 8. Armstrong, J. F. 
I uc. T. F. . W. J. Alderson, J. Wood 
Wi. Willous (Nov. 12); R. Owen (Nov. 22). 
Nov. 23. 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—A. A. Higgins (Oct. 9). 
Nov. 24. 
Temp. Lt. T. W. I. Gardiner relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Capt. (Aug. 23). 
Nov. 27. 


Ovs G. Williamson, to be actg. Maj. whilst comdg. a 
ety. Hospl. (June 1). 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—I. E. Croken (Nov. 13). 
Nov. 28. 
Capt. W. Halstead, Spec. Res., to be actg. Maj. whilst 
empld. as Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs., vice Maj. A. 
Leaning, D.s.0. (Oct. 10). 


CanapiAn A.V.C. 


Nov. 28. 
Servs., and to retain their temp. rank Piro a 
) D.S. 


Capt. (temp. 
whilst holding w appt. of Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. 


The following casualties are reported :— 
Drep—Lt.-Col. F. U. Carr, attached Egyptian Army. 
Wounpep—Capt. L. E. L. Taylor, Canadian A.V.C. 


OBITUARY. 


Apert E. METTAM, M.R.C.V.S., B.8C., Principal Rl. Vety. 
Coll. of Ireland, Dublin ; Prov. Maj. a.v.c. (7.r.). 
Graduated, Edin: May, 1889, 


Prof. Mettam’s death occurred early this week. He 
had been in failing health for several months, and lat- 
terly his condition had given great anxiety to his 
friends. There is little'doubt that his end was hastened 
by the occurrences in Dublin at Easter last year. 


Atgert WILLETT, Gresham Road, Staines. 


Mr. Willett’s death occurred on Monday, 19th Nov., 
at the of age 76. 


“We much regret to announce the death of one of 
our most esteemed townsmen—Mr. Albert Willett, who, 
after many months of suffering borne with exemplary 
patience, passed peacefully away at his residence, on the 
morning of the 19th inst. For many years he success- 
fully practised as a veterinary surgeon in the district, 
where he was widely known and respected. Of late 

| he had lived in well-earned retirement, and the 
practice which he founded is now carried on by his two 
sons, F. W. and A. E. Willett. The deceased leaves a 
widow and three sons and two daughters: Mr. F. W. 
Willett, m.n.c.v.s., of Staines; Mr. John Willett, of 6 
Harley Place, London ; Capt. A. E. Willett, a.v.c., who 
is now in charge of a mobile section in Salonica ; Mrs. 
F. Tims, of Reading ; and Miss Willett, who is with 
relatives in the United States; and are nine 
granc children. 


Although he took no part in the public affairs of the 
town he will be sadly missed by many friends. _ 

The interment, in St. Mary’s Cemetery, took place on 
Thursday.”—The Middlesex Chronicle. 


Wri1aM Scort, T.Capt. A.V.C., Kingstown, Co. Dublin. 
Graduated, New Edin’ July, 1883 


“We regret to announce the death of Capt. William 
Scott, at Shanganagh Grove, Killiney, Co. Dublin. 

The late Capt. Scott was born in the south of Ireland, 
and went through the South African war with the 
Mounted Infantry. He subsequently went to Australia, 
and came back at the time of the Jubilee with a contin- 
gent of Colonial troops. Afterwards Capt. Scott came 
to Ireland, where he was a well-known figure on the 
Turf. He brought with him from Australia the well- 
known sire Abercorn, which sired many winners both in 
this country and in Australia. 

Amongst the horses owned by the late Capt. Scott 
were Levanter, Kiora, Young Abercorn, Hinemoa, 
Bouncing Bess, Accurate II., ete. In later years he had 
retired from the Turf, and disposed of all his horses. At 
the outbreak of the war he rejoined the Army as Captain 
in the Army Veterinary Corps. 

For some time past his health had been failing, and 
he died after a lingering illness.” 


Re “FEES FOR INSURANCE WORK.” 


Sir,—I would like to suggest to “Old Obadiah” tha 

ibly he “‘does not see the question whole.” 

An insurable fifteen pound trade or farm horse is probably 
not frequently met with to-day, and it would be more 
reasonable to instance that the premium on a fifty pound 
horse would be increased from £2 10 to £2 15 6 by in- 
creasing the veterinary fee from 5/- to half-a-guinea. If it 
is a “fact that insurance of live stock can only be made 
profitable to a client or high contracting parties if the cost 
(including professional opinion) is kept down to a very 
moderate figure,” it must be remembered that a factor in 
keeping down the premium, far greater than the veterinary 
fee, is the elimination of the animal whose death within the 
duration of the policy is a certainty. 

“Old Obadiah’s” statement that the examination is “ but 
@ general one, etc.,” may be interpreted by different exam- 
iners to range from a mere observation of the animal to an 
accurate judgment of soundness, health and value. 

It may only take a minute to make the examination at 
times, but on the other hand the whole business may delay 
an hour. it being quite on the cards to walk to an otherwise 
inacessible farm and find no living thing on the premises. 

Apart from this, however, a professional opinion is 
required and ought to be paid for as such. If the exam- 
ination “does not carry with it the responsibilities of 
examinations as to soundness "—a very questionable state- 
ment I should think, then this is no credit to the profession. 

It would be far better for the veterinarian to realise that 
he is responsible for the due exercise of his professional 
skill, as I am sure many do, and not merely give a certificate 
as being half-a-crown’s worth, or whatever the fee is. This 
of itself would reduce the risk to the companies, and con- 
sequently reduce the premium if the latter be necessary.— 
Yours truly, 

Gro. H. Jerzarr. 


A TROUBLE IN PIGS. 


I wonder whether anyone can offer a solution to the 
following symptoms in pigs :— Almost total less of appetite, 
staggering, bloedy urine. When the female pigs urinate 
they gradually squat until they almost touch the ground. 

One sow affected at one place, and sow and six store pigs 
affected at another. 


Three miles between the 


| 
| 
| 
Tamblyn, Capt. (temp. Maj.) T. C. Evans (June 27). 
| 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- ‘ 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.¢ | P*Ssitic Swine Fever. 
Disease. Mange. } 
Out- | Ani- Ont- | Ani- Sh 
Period. mals.} Out- | Ani- mals, | | Ani- | Out- 
mals. oreaka) mals. breaks ar: 
(a) (a) | @ 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Nov. 24 10 12 1 1 52 93 8 85 5 
1916 | 15 «19 251 70 40 
{ 1915 ...| 10 | 10 | 2 | 97 4) 4] 2] 45] 3] 66 | 20 
wat 10} 103 | 576 


Total for 47 weeks, 1917 eee «-. | 388 | 442 


24 49 | 2202 | 4131 | 477] 1985 837 


24 44 | 112] 1394 | 4186 | 247] 2999 9017 
560 46 80 | 749 | 1612] 177] 3650 | 15586 


C ding 1916 | $86 | 575 


1 
1915 «. | 514 | 580 40 
1914 | 650 | 711 | 24 
t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended 
(2) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 27, 1917 


124 90 | 271 | 1530 | 2642] 180] 3968 | 37284 


from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 
+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— Worcester 1 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Nov. 17 ees 1l 1 7 
1916 ... 1 1l 5 52 
Corresponding Week in ; 1915 ... 1 1 * . 7 4 5 
1914 ... ose ese 1 21 
Total for 46 weeks, 1917 ove 3 5 eee 1 1 41 346 194 1125 
1916 ... 3 7 eee i ees 59 394 290 1678 
Corresponding period in ; 1915 ... 2 2 eee eee 1 3 65 362 224 1277 
1914 ... 1 1 76 | 957 ose * 72 444 181 917 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, ey Dublin, Nov. 19, 1917. 
Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Solution of Soap as Disinfectant. 

: ‘ appears in ncet of last week. It is contribu Octo! 

of the Council, held at 28 | FPP Garside Dixon, mB... OM. B., Leeds, and H. T. Bates Geo. 
In response “> many letters received re The Milk | M-B-, B.cH. Dublin., Captains R.a.M.c. (T.F.), ata Casualt field - 
Prices fixed by the Local Committees, the following Clearing Station, B.E.F., France. We give it in full, Lake, 
resolution was passed unanimously, and ordered to be | xcept the detailed cases, since the method of use is an farrie 
sent to the Food Controller :—‘‘It has come to the notice | essential feature. It will be noted that Carrel’s irriga- the al 
of the Council that in many cases Local Committees are | tion method is used in the larger wounds. horses 
fixing prices which are totally inadequate, and likely to| “A short time ago Col. Cuthbert Wallace, a.ms., It w 
diminish the supply of milk, and to we the dairy | brought to our notice that some French surgeons were which 
industry, and this Council urges the Food Controller to | using soap solutions in the treatment of wounds, and aig 
immediately take action to prevent this.” suggested that we should try this method. that he 
The next Council meeting was fixed for the 5th Dec.,| During the next few months we have used this dress- had to 

1917. ing on 368 cases. During the same period we have 

At the General Meeting, afterwards held—present : | treated similar cases with other antiseptics, including £law 
Lord Strachie, Vice President, in the Chair ; and twenty | eusol, hydrogen peroxide, and B.I.P.P., with the result £1 1 
members :— that we are using more soap, and less of the other 8s. 
The Chairman proposed that Lord Desborough be | antiseptics. mee 
elected as President for the year 1918, and the Vice-| A sample of common yellow soap was analysed and nad 
Presidents be the same as last year. This was seconded | found to contain, pe cent.: Water, 24°6; fatty acids, underst: 
by Mr. J. A. Smith, and carried unanimously. 63:0; combined alkali, 4.6 ; free alkali, n¢/ ; impuriti sitive ps 
Mr. S. Palgrave Page propesed a vote of thanks to| 7°8. This was considered suitable, and it was f Prove th 
Lord Desborough for his services as President during | possible to make a 2} per cent. solution of it. grave ch 
the year. This was seconded by Mr. J. L. Shirley, and| The first cases tried were small open muscle wounds reyes m 
carried unanimously. in which there was no gas gangrene. After being : a 
and by. 
unfair to 
his other 
and negli 


| 
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opened up, and metal and cloth removed, the wounds 
were dressed with sterile gauze soaked in this solution. 
The dressings were left undisturbed for two, three, or 
four days, provided there was no rise in temperature. 
At the first dressing the most striking features were less 
in, the unusually clean appearance, absence of pus, 
and the redness of the whole of the tissues—the muscle 
in particular. 
ncouraged by the success in regard to small wounds, 
we tried the same treatment in larger and deeper wounds, 
using Carrel’s tubes in the ordinary way. Here we 
found a difficulty with the common soap solution ; it 
was found to be too gelatinous to flow at all well down 
the tubes. A 2} per cent. solution of the B.P. soft green 
was then tried, and found to be quite satisfactory. 
The results continued to be most encouraging, and 
compound fractures of the bones of the hands and feet, 
also the long bones, including the femur, were so treated 
successfully. Cases of penetrating wounds of the knee- 
joint were treated by this method, the joints being irri- 
gated, and the — and external wounds closed. The 
cases did very well. 

In cases of gas gangene the results were usually good, 
but in one case (buttock) a gelatinous film or glaze was 
formed over the affected muscles, and the treatment had 
to be discontinued in favour of hydrogen peroxide. 

In the case where a man had similar wounds of both 
calves, the soap solution with Carrel’s tubes was tried 
on one side, and another antiseptic, also with Carrel’s 
tubes, on the other. Both wounds did well, but the side 
treated with soap was not dressed as frequently as the 
other side, and when the patient went to the base his 
soap-dressed wound looked more like a granulating 
wound, and more like one that it would be safe to close 
than the other. 

The points claimed for the soap solution dressings are 
that they clean up a wound quickly, the dressings are 
much less painful than ordinary dressings, there is a’sav- 
ing of labour as the dressings need only be changed 
every three or four days, the solution is easily procured, 
mally made, and cheap.” 


Alleged negligent shoeing. 


In the Shoreditch County Court, on Wednesday, 24th 
October, before his Honour Judge Cluer and a jury, 
Geo. Whiting, of 75 Graham Road, Hackney, a Smith- 
field Market master carman and contractor, sued John 
Lake, of 11 Brett Road Mansions, Hackney, a master 
farrier, to recover, £34 10s., damages caused through 
the alleged negligent shoeing of one of the plaintiff's 


Tt was all that the near hind foot was pricked, 
which set up blood poisoning. The defendant was also 
negligent in not telling the plaintiff of the pricking, so 
that he could take steps to counteract the ~ Ee He 
had to pay 12s. 6d. for the horse to be removed by am- 

from the Meat Market ; twelve weeks keep at 

£la week ; paid a man £2 2s. to look after it; it had 

jated in value £10; veterinary surgeons fees 

£1 8s. 6d.; and paid to other carmen to carry out 
cartage work £8 7s. 

In addressing the jury, Mr. Fortune said they would 
understand that a nail might be driven against the sen- 
sitive part without the farrier knowing it. They had to 
prove that he had been negligent, and that was a very 
grave charge against a master farrier. Professional men 

t make mistakes, but if they honestly did things to 
the best of their ability, they could not be accused of 
being negligent. If he did it in the best way known, 

by accident something went amiss, it would be 
Unfair to cast him in damages, and thus put a slur on 
his otherwise good character. If he did it in a careless 
nt way, in such a way that no other man in 


his profession would do, then he was entitled to pay for 
it; but there was no evidence that he had done so in 
this case. “You cannot give damages for a mistake; 
— if he has been — negligent,” he added. 

udge Cluer: ‘Not wilfully. 

Mr. Fortune: No, recklessly and carelessly, without 
taking due care. 

Judge Cluer said negligence had to be proved, and 
the plaintiff sought to prove it by saying that when 
accused of it, the defendant did not deny it. All he got 
was an intimation from the defendant that he was in- 
sured, so that it did not matter. The plaintiff was 
entitled to infer from that that the defendant was not 
denying that the hoof had been pricked. It was just a 
— as to whether they believed the plaintiff or the 

efendant. 

The jury retired, and on returning into Court, gave a 
verdict for the plaintiff for the full sum sum, less £5 off 
the depreciation in value. 

Judgment was accordingly entered for the plaintiff 
= 10s, damages, and costs.—7he Meat Trades’ 

fournal. 


Prices of Feeding Cakes. 


At the annnal meeting of the Aspatria Agricultural 
Co-operative Society, on Nov. 21st, in the course of his 
— as Secretary, Mr. Henry Thompson, M.R.C.v.s., 
said :— 

“'Phe new Order seems to fix the ) atone regardless of 
the quality. Although English-made cakes are much 
superior the foreign-made cakes are fixed at more 
money. The Ministry of Food have priced forei 
linseed cakes at £19 15s. per ton. Assuming that the 
percentage of oil is 8, and the albuminoids 30—total 38— 
to arrive at the Government price the oil and albumin- 
oids would have to be valued at 10s. ae unit or £19 per 
ton, the oil and albuminoids being the only two agents 
named in the Fertilizers Feeding Stuffs Act, 1906. 
Compare this with the best made English linseed cakes, 
with oil 13 per cent., albuminoids 40 per cent.—total 43 

rcent.—at 10s., or £21 10s. perton. Again, take the 
best decorticated cotton cake, showing oil 14 per cent., 
albuminoids 39 per cent.—total 53 per cent.—at 10s. 
per unit, equal £25 10s. per ton. Yet the Government 
price is put at £19 15s., but there are a great variety of 
decorticated cakes on the markets. Palm nut kernel 
cake stands with oil 6 per cent. albuminoids 18 per cent. 
—total 24 per cent., at 10s., equal £12 per ton. The 
control price is £13 15s. But the most striking things 
in regard to prices are the compound cakes. They are 
stated on the list: oil 7 per cent., albuminoids 20 per 
cent.—total 27 per cent., at 10s., equal to £13 10s. per 
ton. Yet the Government price is £17 15s. per ton. 
With this glaring difference one would almost think 
that some of the compound cake makers were on the 
committee arranging prices. Another remarkable point 
is that the small buyer with his cow and pig is made to 
suffer. If a buyer takes a four-ton lot direct he gets it 
at the same price as the retailer, with carriage added, 
but the importer or maker has to make the retailer an 
allowance of 6s. 3d. per ton, which is his working profit. 

Now should he buy a two ton lot the price is 5s. per 
ton more, with extra carriage of about 4s. 6d. per ton, 
but the small buyer up to 5 cwt. has to pay 2s. per ewt. 
more than two ton price. To say the least, the sooner 
there 1s a revision of these prices the better. 

The Chairman, in supporting a vote of thanks to the 
Secretary, said Mr. Thompson was one of the originators 
of the society, and had worked hard for it ever since it 
started. They were the oldest Agricultural Co-opera- 
tive Society in England, and Mr. Thompson might be 

‘id man’ of agricultural co-operation.’ 


called the ‘grand o 


— West Cumberland Times. 


| 

| 

| 
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The Berwickshire Sheep Dipping—Appeal. 


A sitting of the Justiciary Appeal Court heard 
counsel in two bills of suspension presented on behalf 
of John Prentice, farmer, Swinton Quarter, Berwick- 
shire, and residing at Tweedsyde, Castle Tee, Berwick, 

inst two convictions and penalties obtained against 
him before Sheriff-Substitute Macaulay Smith at Duns. 
The Lord Justice General, Lord Johnston, and Lord 
Mackenzie occupied the bench at the hearing, which 
was begun on Saturday, continued on Monday, and 
further adjourned until Friday afternoon. The com- 
— were brought by Sydney Hilson, Procurator- 
iscal, and the first charged him with not having 
dipped, as required by law, 455 sheep on the farm of 
Swinton Quarter, and 148 sheep on the farm of Sunwich, 
of which he was the owner; and the second charged 
him with making a false return to the Chief Constable 
in respect of the same sheep. In each case he was fined 
10s. per sheep, the aggregate amount of the penalty 
being £603. 

Complainer represented that when the complaint was 
served -— him on Ist October he accepted it as refer- 
ring to the failure of his shepherd to give notice to the 
police that the dipping was to take place, as it did, on 
the 17th and 24th August, and when the case came before 
the Sheriff on 5th October he pleaded guilty to the 
charge under that impression. His agent explained to 
the Sheriff that the sheep had been dipped, although 
not according to law, seeing that notice had not been 
given to the police beforehand. He submitted that the 
sentence was oppressive and unjust, and was pronounced 
under a complete misapprehension of the facts of the 
case, and that he had been penalised on the basis that 


no dipping had taken place at all, whereas they were all 


adequately dipped within the statutory period. Healso 
poe wr ee the Sheriff had refused to allow him to 
make an explanation on the ground that he was repre- 
sented by an agent. ; 

He pleaded guilty to the second complaint also in so 
far as he admitted that two inaccuracies occurred in the 
return he made to the Chief .Constable. He gave one 
date for the dipping of all the sheep, whereas the Sun- 
wich sheep were dipped a week later than the others, 
That error was committed thoughtlessly and without 
any criminal or oblique motive. He had also signed his 
name as having been present when the Swinton Quarter 
sheep were being dipped, whereas he did not see them 
till the day following, when he saw that they had been 
di ao Complainer contended that in this case a nom- 
inal fine or an admonition would have been commen- 
surate with the degree of culpability, and the fine im- 
posed was out us. On these grounds he sought 
suspension of both convictions. 

The respondent submitted that the bill of suspension 
was incompetent and inept in respect that the com- 
plainer had not availed himself of the proper mode of 
remedy for his alleged grievance ; that he was now pre- 
cluded from pleading irrelevancy seeing his agent did 
not do so in the Sheriff Court ; that it was not pretended 
that the conviction and penalty were in excess of the 
powers and jurisdiction of the Court or that the penalty 
exceeded the limits of the statute, and that there was 
no other competent ground of complaint. On these 
grounds the bills were sought to be refused. 

The Court repelled the objections to the relevancy of 
the complaint and also that the complainer had not 
been allowed the seven full days prescribed by the 
statute for the pees of the fines which had been 
imposed. [The Court reserved their decision. ] 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanderst 
Anthrax Parasitic | Shee: 
and-Mouth (including Mange. a Swine Fever. 


ai Out- | Ani- Farcy) 

breaks) mals.} Out. | Ani- | Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-| Out- | Slaugh. 

breaks} mals. {breaks, mals. |breaks; mals. |breaks] breaks. | tered. 

Outbreaks 

IRELAND Week ended Nov, 3 | 9 1 5 
1916... eee « 16 3 19 

Corresponding Week in 1915 ... |... 2 6 3 40 

Total for 44 weeks, 1917 ese 3 5 e 1 1 41 332 192 1112 
1916 ... 3 7 58 366 277 1559 

Corresponding period in {1915 ... 1 Beer ge: 1 3 64 346 219 | 1252 
1914 1 1 76 957 one ane 71 434 172 880 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 5, 1917 


IRELAND. Week ended Nov. 10 fn ees ae os 3 1 6 
1916 ... ows 17 8 27 
Corresponding Week in { 1915 ... 1 9 1 16 
1914 ... ose 1 6 2 16 
Total for 45 weeks, 1917 eee 3 5 1 1 4l 335 193 1118 
1916 ... 3 7 ove ove 58 383 285 1626 
Corresponding period in { 1915 ... 1 1 _ om 1 3 65 355 220 1272 
1914 ... 1 1 76 | 957 ooo os 72 340 180 896 


nt of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 12, 1917. 


Departme 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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